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the peace of the world. The British and French
Governments, too, were reminded by the President
of their obligations under the Pact of Paris. It was
a weighty and well-timed initiative. Mr. Chamberlain
also came to the conclusion that a further direct
approach in the form of yet another letter to Hitler
was indicated in order that he should avoid taking
the irrevocable step in the course of his speech.
Sir Horace Wilson, who was sent as the Premier's
personal envoy on this desperate mission, arrived
in Berlin during the afternoon, and with Sir Nevile
Henderson presented the letter to Hitler at about
4.30.

Mr. Chamberlain largely reiterated the attitude
he had taken up at Godesberg in favour of an orderly
settlement and against the exploitation of- force.
"The development of opinion since my return con-
firms me in the views I expressed to you in my
letter and our subsequent conversation." The accept-
ance of Hitler's demands meant that'' Czecho-Slovakia
would be deprived of every safeguard for her national
existence. . . . The whole process of moving the
population is to be reduced to panic and flight."
As an alternative approach Mr. Chamberlain for-
mally put up the Conference scheme already accepted
by the Czechs. Sir Horace Wilson and Sir Nevile
Henderson remained with Hitler for an hour. It is
possible that during the interview they learnt that
Hitler had changed the date of the expiry of his
ultimatum from Saturday October 1st to Wednes-
day September 28th at 2.0 p.m. At all events Signor
Attolico, the Italian Ambassador in Berlin, was in
a position by 7.30 to give Mussolini this 'disquieting
information. Hitler's general reply to Mr. Chamber-
lain's appeal was to turn down the Conference offer;
the Godesberg demands were final.

In the meanwhile in London, War Office announce-